SOUTH MAUI SUSTAINABILITY
SCHOOL GARDEN GRANT

Thank you from the students and teachers of Kihei Elementary School!

FINAL REPORT — MAY 2010

Prepared by Susan Wyche
South Maui Sustainability
May 8, 2010
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“After school let out we had a whole slew of kids (at least 20-30) rush up to us to see
what we had in our harvest bowls. It was like we were giving out free candy and they
ate almost everything we had left over from the previous class. I've started rolling up

the kale and chard and calling them green tootsie rolls, then dipping them in ranch
dressing. They seem to like things that sound familiar. | was impressed by the number of
kids who were so enthusiastic about eating fresh vegetables and picking more to take
home to their parents!”
--Kirk Michael Surry, SMS Volunteer

South Maui Sustainability Gardens, Contract # G2832
AMOUNT OF ORIGINAL GRANT: $4700

AMOUNT OF EXTENSION GRANT: $2,000

AMOUNT SPENT TO DATE: $6,700 COMPLETE (May 2010)
HOURS CONTRIBUTED BY SMS VOLUNTEERS (to date): 1473

PURPOSE OF GRANT
Our goal was to build three school gardens—at elementary and middle schools in the South Maui

Area—to be used by students and teachers to learn how to grow their own food, eat a healthier diet that
includes more fruits and vegetables, and understand the natural life processes that sustain and empower
healthy, secure communities.

Goal: Teach future generations how to grow their own food and become more sustainable:
V' Objective 1: Install and successfully maintain school gardens at 2 elementary schools and 1 middle
school in South Maui.
V' Objective 2: Work with teachers to integrate gardening activities into the required curriculum.

NARRATIVE:

We have successfully installed the nearly 10,000 square-foot garden at Kihei Elementary School, a
three-bed garden at Lokelani Middle School, and renovated an older school garden at Kamali’i Elementary
School. And we were successful in working with teachers to bring their students into the garden,
integrating the required curriculum with garden activities.

In the last six months, over 540 students, representing 27 separate classes at every grade level,
helped to plant and harvest from their new garden. In addition, several classes have worked in the garden:
weeding, pruning, and collecting seeds and starts for the next garden. Teachers have taken their classes to
the garden to work on art projects, write in journals, or perform real-world math problems. More
importantly, the garden has become a link between the community volunteers, parents, teachers, and
students, in a celebration of nutrition, health, and the joys of growing one’s own food.



SN A Ny
M

South Maui Sustainability

In the first quarter of this grant, SMS met with the teachers and principal of Kihei Elementary
School, as well as representatives from Lokelani Middle and Kamali’l Elementary Schools. There was strong
interest from Kihei Elementary School, with a large number of teachers wanting to participate, but few
resources to contribute. Lokelani and Kamali’i had one or two teachers interested, and some access to
resources of their own. SMS decided that the focus of its efforts should be primarily on Kihei Elementary
School. However, SMS built and installed three beds and irrigation for the teacher at Lokelani and helped to
renovate the existing beds at Kamali’i. We hope to do more with these schools in the future.

In the second quarter of this grant, SMS volunteer Susan Wyche designed the Kihei garden and
irrigation system, received approval from Principal Shima to install it, and a small group of SMS volunteers
began installation of Phase 1. SMS volunteer Emily Goss solicited donations from island vendors (see list in
Budget), who generously provided free and discounted materials and services. It was impressive that
everyone asked made a contribution of some kind.

In the third quarter, over 60 volunteers—made up of SMS members, community volunteers, and
teachers and staff of Kihei Elementary School—worked over several weekends to build Phase 1. This
included 7 beds, an experimental raised bed system, and an in-ground area for edible fruit trees, ground
covers, and traditional Hawaiian plants. The area was covered with cardboard and mulch to keep
maintenance low and improve the soil for future in-ground plantings. We also installed a donated tool
shed, and a system of trellises. A few weeks later, over 500 students planted the garden with the help of
their teachers and numerous SMS volunteers.

In the fourth and final quarter, approximately 20 volunteers successfully installed additional
irrigation and spread 50 cubic yards of donated mulch, completing the full installation as planned. This area
will be ready for in-ground planting next year. In March and April, nearly 500 students returned to the
garden to enjoy their harvest (which are still continuing). These “Harvest Parties” involve a professional
chef (Chef Nio Kindla), Master Gardener Kathy Becklin, and one or more other SMS volunteers. Students
picked, washed, and helped prepare green beans, tomatoes, salad greens, and a variety of herbs.
Comments from the students and teachers regarding these activities are provided below.

EVALUATION: TEACHER/STUDENT RESPONSE TO GARDEN
* Chef Nio, I loved your motto, “If in doubt, don’t open your mouth!”

* After | ate everything, | was hoping that | could eat more veggies for lunch.

* | enjoy when you let us taste the tomatoes. It was delicious. | don’t want to eat school
lunches anymore.

* | wish | could come here every day and get some veggies that is good—I don’t like nasty
stuff.

* That was my first time to eat a tomato.

* | am grateful that you guys made my classmates and | eat different kinds of fresh tomatoes
like the yellow tomatoes, cherry tomatoes, red romas, and orange tomatoes—and that salsa
was delicious.

* | want to be at the garden, every time | come from home.
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-- All comments from Mrs. Morey’s 4" Grade Class

That is a little bit of heaven!
--Comment overheard by a SMS volunteer, from a kid who ate a tomato off the vine

At the conclusion of our first six months (the garden was installed in November), we distributed a

survey to teachers at Kihei Elementary. Of the 28 teachers who participated in garden activities, 14
responded, or 50% (we anticipate more surveys to dribble in, but had to collect these under a timeline to
finish this report). Of those 14,

* 92% said that they were “Very likely “to use the garden next year and the other 8% said they
were “Somewhat likely”

* 100% would like to have the garden available again next year, even if they might not use it
themselves.

* 100% rated their students “Very Interested” in garden activities.

* 86% described their experience working with the garden volunteers as “Very good” (two
surveys were blank)

Teachers described the impact the garden had on their students (selected comments):

The garden has helped my students learn the parts of a plant, how plants grow, and how to take
care of plants. It has supported our science standards and has given the children hands-on learning
experiences that are SO extremely valuable!

I did not think 5% graders would be interested in the garden. How wrong | was. They were so eager
to go and do measurements and taste the different vegetables.

They were very excited and greatly impacted by the garden. They seemed to remember concepts
taught/covered in the garden better than those covered from a textbook.

They all had a very positive experience with planting and harvesting. Many learned that they loved
tomatoes. Several tried new flavors of ‘greens’ for the 1°* time.

My students had a positive experience with vegetables and many tried things they never had before.
It was also a great chance to get out of the classroom and be hands-on. They are so excited when we
go to the garden and are always observing the plants on their own time, like recess. They feel it is a
part of them.

They were very excited to plant and walk past as much as possible to see if their plants/vegetables
were growing.

It appears that the garden was the first exposure to vegetables that many Kindergarten students
experienced.

They became much more interested about learning science because of the hands-on planting,
observing growth, and harvesting.

We pass by (the garden) 4-5 times a day. The students were amazed by the fast growth of the
plants, and the final product—the vegetables they tasted.

They understand where healthy food comes from.

There is a lot of “incidental learning” taking place in the garden.... Things that we didn’t expect to
learn about.
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Perhaps one of the things that we are proudest of is the change in the teachers themselves. At the
beginning of the project, 75% of the teachers described themselves as having “little or no experience” with
gardening. In our end-of-project survey, nearly the same number, 71%, said that the garden had changed
their interest/experience/comfort with gardening (the other 25% considered themselves experienced
gardeners, and explained that it hadn’t changed their experience because they were already avid or
experienced gardeners). And here’s a sampling of their comments to explain changes by the less-
experienced teachers:

* Guilt has set in. | am trying to do more at home with gardening. Tomatoes, etc.

* |took a gardening course to learn more about it.

* | could see what’s possible in gardening due to the dedicated work of the volunteers.
* |like being a small part of the change the nation is trying to make by eating right.

Finally, the only suggestion that the teachers made about the program is that they’d like even more
help with their students in the garden. Most of the time, we were able to provide one or two volunteers,
which is a minimum level of support, especially for younger classes where children need more close
supervision. But for this program to continue to be successful, we agree with the teachers that the guiding
and supporting role of the volunteers makes the garden an enjoyable, meaningful, and educational
experience for all involved, and we hope to increase our volunteer corps in the months ahead.

NEXT STEPS

Now that the majority of the garden is built, and the program has been deemed a success, our next
step is to consider ways that it can be expanded, improved, and transitioned into a long-term sustainable
program. Here is our initial list:

1. Curriculum support. SMS intends to increase collaboration with teachers during summer break to
identify areas of the curriculum that could be enhanced by using the garden.

2. Garden coordinator. SMS would like to develop a paid garden coordinator position, to support
school gardens at Kihei, Lokelani, and Kamali’i school gardens. This would need to be grant
supported, at least initially.

3. Garden improvements. SMS would like to extend the design for the Kihei Elementary garden to
include a fruit tree orchard, small water feature (to encourage birds and beneficial insects), and
possibly add some outdoor cooking prep items.

4. Community partnerships. SMS would like to involve other groups (such as the after-school YMCA
program) with the garden, among others, and also to find a way to get the produce grown in the
garden into the school lunch meals.

5. Transition responsibility. Develop a plan to transition some garden maintenance to teachers, PTA,
and groundskeepers.

6. Budget responsibility. Develop an annual garden maintenance budget that can be transferred
(eventually) to the Kihei Elementary School as a permanent line item.
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DISSEMINATION

This garden has received exceptional coverage in the media, thanks to the hard work of SMS

volunteers who made numerous connections and provided materials to a variety of media operations.

In the first year, stories from and about the garden appeared in the following:

Honolulu television news, KGMB-TV, Ch. 9 (by anchor Tannya Joaquin) — two stories, one in
November 2009 and one in April 2010

Hawaii Green Magazine (author SMS volunteer Kirk Michael Surry)

Huffington Post (author Lorna Sass)

Maui News

Maui Weekly

Akaku/Maui Tomorrow DVD (Directed by SMS volunteer Elizabeth Crow/Maury King, Maui
Tomorrow project coordinator)

Blogs: “Maui Green” by Kathy Becklin and Peter Liu

Blogs: “Tannya’s Ad-Lib” by Tannya Joaquin

FOURTH QUARTER ACTIVITIES

As this is also our fourth quarter report, here is a summation of our activities:

4™ QUARTER VOLUNTEER HOURS: 642.5

Install additional irrigation: 20 hours (4 volunteers)

Organized and prepared for three days of community garden building: 35 hours (5 volunteers)
Installed Phase 2 of the garden: 180 hours (11 volunteers)

Organized and ran Harvest Parties with teachers and students = 107 hours (9 volunteers)

Held a variety of meetings and conducted ongoing communications to plan the garden installation,
harvest parties, and other garden issues: 88 hours (5 volunteers)

Maintained the garden after planting: 99.5 hours (3 volunteers)

Provided ongoing media coverage for the garden installation and planting: 83 hours (4 volunteers)
Preparation of survey, photos, and grant: 30 hours

In addition, Master Gardener Kathy Becklin logged 34.5 hours as part of her community commitment to

CTAHR.

4™ QUARTER TOTAL: 677 HOURS
PREVIOUS THREE QUARTERS: 796 HOURS

TOTAL VOLUNTEER HOURS FOR PROJECT: 1473 HOURS

FINAL COMMENTS
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SMS would like to thank Maui County and SMS’s sponsoring agency, Tri-Isle RC&D, for their support
on this important educational and sustainability project. Tri-Isle has provided us with the administrative
oversight and support that we needed as a new organization to prepare and manage this grant-based
project. Maui County provided us with a generous start to an ambitious project and took a risk that a brand
new, all-volunteer organization could carry it through. We hope that we have proven good stewards of
the funds.

We would also like to thank Principal Alvin Shima for giving us a garden location at the very heart of
Kihei Elementary School, and supporting the program as it changed and expanded.

Finally, we want to thank the teachers and students at all three schools who have embarked on this
adventure with us, and we hope that these efforts will encourage a new generation to understand,
appreciate, and enjoy the role of plants, nutritious food, and hard work in creating a healthier world for all

of us.
SMS GARDEN COMMITTEE:
Susan Wyche
Kathy Becklin
Nio Kindla
Kirk Michael Surry
ATTACHMENTS: BUDGET

PROJECT PHOTOS
SAMPLE MEDIA
RESPONSE TO TEACHERS’ SURVEY
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COMPLETED BUDGET

South Maul Sustainability School Garden Grant

I

Degosit  Paymart  Balarce .Swmdpqe‘rn

2

] Sum Balaces >>> $6 70000 $8 700 00 00

4

Y Date Payoe | Deposst Deposit  Payment Tolsd

s s 242002 Original Maui County Grant $4.700.00 $4.700.00

3 S252009 T4 Iske - 10% of County School Garden Geant MM000 420X

* MI02009 Emily Goss. cumicudar matonals $28247 5104753 Rembursed

10102009 Emily Goss, cumoudar matodals $9075 S3856 73 Rembursed

10 1022009 Susan Wyche, Imgation matenals (551) S04 51852 74 Rembursed

1 1252009 Susan Wyche, Imgason 1001 (Lowe's) $3591 $3516 53 Rembursed

12 105009 Susen Wyche, Imigation matenals (Lowe's ) HEAY 5348000 Remtunsed

13 262009 Susan Wyche, Bed matenials (Envirotech) $M6324 S25M TS5 Rembursed

W 10272009 Susan Wyche, Imgation matenals (Khana Ny ) $I124 5207252 Rembursed

15 10282009 Susan Wyche, Imganon Matenals. 151 S$9653 5205659 Rembursed

1 10282009 Susan Wyche, Imigation Matenals, 151 $634 3204845 Remturses

17 10272009 Susan Wyche, Imganon Desigvinstall (Sakomon) $50000 5154465 Rewnbursed

15 1202009 Susan Wyche, Imgason (Aller's Plumting) $15625  $1.352 40 Femtursed

1] 1V22009 Susan Wyche, Sod (Mau Earth Compost) 16 yards $700.00 $652 40 Rembursed

0 10P2008 Suses Wyche, Shipping of sail (Mark Whineey) $16500 $527 40 Fopmtursed

b2 122009 Susan Wyche, Poster boards (Ofice Max) 2101 $506.39 Rembursed

n 12000 Sunis Wyehs, Young Brothers shppng $185 52 $340 87 Rsmtursod

b Rmitursod in next
1VS2009 Susan Wyche, shippang rebate (envirotech) ($100 00) $440 87 purchase

M 1NU2009 Susans Wyche, shipping of muleh (Rebatie Truching) $16500 $275 87 Remtussed

312200005 N Kindla, buddng materials $137 %0 $134 68 Rembursed

¥ 1222008 Susens Wyehe $3500 $100 68 Rmmtussed

7T 12%009 Emily Goss $TT20 323 48 Rembursed

b Extension Grant from Maul County $2.000.00 8202348

9 Tr-igle - 10°% of County Geant $20000  $7.822 48 Admin Foe

» ZI02010 No Kindla, garden 1ools and matedals $27240  §1.551.08 Rembursed

n D200 Wk Garders Wikis $998 43 $452 65 Pad deect 10 vendor

Q2 D22010 Susan Wyche, imgation parts (154) §27 .42 $525 23 Rembursed

» D200 Sunan Wyche, Imgaton parts (051) $XR3IN 3201 53 Remtursed

“ 2252010 Susan Wyche, Shigping (Young Brothers) $63 32 $138 61 Romntursed

® D010 Susan Wyche, Organc Raductions $150 00 ($11.39) Rembursed plus

R SMS general funds

v Final Balance s0.00

"

»

& Donations/In-Kind

@ Irigason parnts SA50.00  ($850 00

«Q Imganon Labor $T2000 ($1.570.008

£ Bed matenals (mallles wikis, wood) $1,200.00 (52 770.008|

“ Sof and muich $1000 (3252000

&5 Tools (Ace. Soars. Duiks) $350.00 (5327000

& Waster $0.00 (32 320 004

« Toxt Shed (Sears) $500.00 (5352000

& Mas (gt cedfcate. Walmant) $WO 00 (34.020 008

“ Plants and stans (Pukaland) $931.10 (5415119

0 Muich (Onganic Redctons ) $1.35000 (34500 1%y

5 Imgason Pars (151) - wholesale prces for above SO 00 (S58410.108

w Total Value of Donations/in-Kind (Est.) $5841.10
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THE MAKING OF A SCHOOL GARDEN
KIHEI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL —2009/2010
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Professional landscapers (Mark Waterbury pictured here) helped us install the irrigation system.
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The garden was built in two phases. Over 60 volunteers spread over 86 cubic yards
of mulch and cardboard, installed a tool shed, and built a variety of raised beds.

This is the garden at the end of Phase 1, ready for planting.



Students worked together to plant and water the
new starts and seeds.

Over 500 students, from every grade level, participated in
the planting.

10
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Students used the garden for lessons in math, reading, and
art. Here a student is working on a lesson in measurement
for a math class.

Students also did some of the maintenance—pruning,
weeding, and checking for pests.

11



Best of all, the garden became a place that students, teachers,
and community volunteers could learn together. (Shown here is
SMS volunteer Kirk Michael Surry with Sharon Castile’s second-
grade class).

And then, it was harvest
time.

Again, over 500 students and
their teachers came back to
enjoy the fruits of their labor.
The students harvested and
washed the produce, under
the guidance of Chef Nio
Kindla, Master Gardener
Kathy Becklin, and numerous
other SMS volunteers.

12
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And then they started the cycle over again, saving seeds and potting up new starts

for next season’s harvest.

13
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SAMPLES OF MEDIA COVERAGE

Source: Naun Tme Weekly

Plugs and Slugs
South Maui Sustainability Grows the Future

by Jacod Shater
December 01, 2005

[Plug] To Kihel Blementary School and South Maut Sustanability (SMS). for planting seeds. This month, students at the school are set to
wow Truits and vegetadies = the new 30,000-square-f00L campus garden, designed and created by SMS volunteers. Hundreds of kids from
Al grade evels are particpating s the project, which s funded by & County grant. SMS Bas 540 Lunched gardens M Lokelan|
Intermediate School and Kamall's EBlementary SChool, bul this 1s the largest 3nd most ambitious Lo date, As the need for local,
SUSTAINADME ASNCUATLIE COmet IO ever-Sharper focus, IU'S encouraging 10 vee Maul™s ketkl Detng actively engaged In, quite literally,
growing their own future,

[Plug] To Wiupalakua Ranch, for protecting Maul’'s open spaces. Last weed, the Erdman ramily, which ownes the ranch, announced plans 1o
give more than 11,000 acres on Haleakala's leeward slopes 1o the Maul Coastal Land Trust, effectively quashing future development. If
YOU'Te PASSIOAALE ADOUT DERSEIVATION -NO MALLer if That passion IS mothvaled Dy environmentatiim, the desine 1o prolect sacred Nathve
Hanllan sites or simply an abAang love of the Valley Isie's sIngular Deauty - IRl 1§ very good mews,

[S%g] To the Amencan Family Association (AFA), for fIghting an Imaginary war, MayDe you've never heard of AFA; before this, we hada't
enher, ADDarenitly, 1N's a0 OrgAniZation that feels strongly about the duly of COParate MLalers Lo use the word “Chrsimas. ™ Some,
Including vanous FOX news pundits, have sugeested It's unfalr to shove Chnstmas wader the nag In the name of political correctness, But
AFA takes the misplaced seasonal umbrage and Cranks It up 10 “frothing, ™ “Empioyees [at The Gap) may be permitted 10 use the tem
‘Christmas. ' but It Is NOL encowraged, ™ sniffs a sTatement on the group's Web site calling for a boycott of the company, “This s a
personal decision made by the Individual employee. Gap, as A company, uses the tem ‘holiday, ™ (Never ming those SWeatshops - this 1§
the rodl outrage!) AFA also chastises The Gap for, walt for I, singing about CAnstmas ¥ one of Its Commercals, But, you see, the song
Aso containg references 10 Kwanza, Hanukkah and “whatever holiday you wanikah™ (yeah, not much mymes with Hanubkah), This,
clearty, Is “completely dumEiive and GSrespectiul 1O those who Celebrate the meaniag and it of Christmas, ™ OK, try this: walk into
The Gap outhet at the Quaen Kaahumany Center and ask the girl Dehind the counter what she’s doing to combat her employer’s evil,
secular anti-Christmas crusade, Then brace yourself for a big blank stare,

Excerpt from: www.mauitime.com/Articles-i-2009-12-03-71716.113117 South Maui
Sustainability Grows the Future.html
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[ o
What & Joy to be surmousded by robust pole beans, herts,

and tomansoes all plasssd by second and thied graders

"
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I 00t Breshivng Nows Alets We et with Surve dediicatnd memboes of South Mo

ESIIl  souimabam whohavw wimeem specifically 1o make

< - this schoolyand gardes Mournd. Aferwasds we visited
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- with Sirve dedicatid trackers who talknd abot how they
ate wing the ganden 10 ecdacate the children not caly

abount gandening, bt aboct mrath, blology, and eating maore vwgetables

at Soeth by Caltlins Flanagan in

and beasd proved blatantly weongbeade

Azlantie MontAly that learning 1 gankes is (To access

Evenything we s

4 feoenl s
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In wis first clip, (counesy of the Sooh Maui Sestainability groep), you'll see how volunieers helped Kibed
Fessentary 2nd grade seacher Alana Kaopaiki coeate the school ganden. The video features oae of Ms
Kaopathy's scheace classes as they plant and weed a ganden bed with snadsdag prosided by South Mao
e chale for school gasdens and

Susuinadility member Blaze (Gene Weaver) and Emily Goss, the com
e Inspirasion dehind this project

Kihei Elementary School Garden

P 4l cwirn & M~ |

Excerpt from Lorna Sass’s: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/lorna-sass/mauis-edible-garden-for-
c b 434405.html
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Harvest Day Party

Search

Excerpt from the Maui Green blog: http://mauigreen.net/2010/04/16/harvest-day-party/

17



Excerpt from: http://blogs.hawaiinewsnow.com/tannya/2010/04/wiki-garden-success-story-kihei-

Wiki Garden Success
Story: Kihei Elementary

Six moeis ago, the Aloda Victoey Gasdens concopt was boen

I7's am Wea my husboad and [ came up with afer dabbling in ow
owa omgasic gardes (Mack sioey: He has 3 backgroundin
landscaping aad contracting and 1 challenged him o come p
with an easier way 10 ganden. The rosal! & The Wikl Gasden )
The WIK Ganden™ launched the Alcha Vickoey Gardens
comarrran ity setvioe project with two deaatioes. The st wenl o
the Iassmute for Human Senvioes Women & Childeen's Sholter

1 s 1 4
y ¥ 1

Huoye s UNA o the A

The second went o Kihel Blementary School on Maul, We
instaliad the Wiks Garden on campes (n Novermber, as parn of the
Soud Mam Susainability’s edible gasdm. The studkntx planted
it around Thanksgiving By Jaawary, they alevady starmed
enjoniag the freits of Seir labor. Thetr Wikl Ganden has been so
successfal, stadents have Reld many harvest paries 10 pick thels
wpetabiox and Berbe. Thetr parties culminate with 2 taste text of
the fresh prodace growa on the grounds. They've had salsa and

av Biaking abongt dolag a plzza ganden sex!

elementary.html
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Garden Expansion

Excerpt from: http://greenmagazinehawaii.com/garden

Roofs to
Revenue

MAXIMIZS yOur CoOmpany’s income

Turning your business green
can generole revenve.

‘
=g
* 1000 bnoncog svodobie b mow ><
L L S Sy Ve, .

>
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* Lol ety monogeet ond
-

D e et

expansion v2-1.html
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Results of School Garden Survey (for Teachers)

This survey is a required part of the County Grant that South Maui Sustainability received to build the school garden
for Kihei Elementary. Please fill it out (it should only take a few minutes) and return to the Main Office. When you
return the survey, you will be entered to win your own Kitchen Herb Container Garden, planted and ready to grow!

N=16

1. Did you use the school garden this year?
14 Yes 2 No

2. How likely are you to use the garden next year (even if you didn’t this year)? (Circle one)
Very likely Somewhat likely Not likely
13 1 2 (one moving away)

For what grade level(s): K=7, 1=0, 2nd=1, 3"=2, 4"=2, 5"= 2 for a total of 14

3. If you have any interest in using the garden, what are some of the ways that you may want to use it? (Check as
many as apply)

16 Planting, Harvesting

13 Hands-on gardening (weeding, light pruning, identifying bugs, etc.)

15 Math, Science, Nutrition related lessons/activities

12 Reading, Writing, Art lessons/activities

___ Other:

4. Whether or not you plan to use the garden, is it a resource that you would like to continue to have available?
16 Yes 0 No

If you did not use the garden this year, you have completed your part. Thank you for your time. And don’t forget to

register for the Kitchen Garden. Mahalo!

If you did use the garden, please answer the questions on this and the backside of the survey as well:

N=14

5. How did your class use the garden this year? (Check as many as apply)

14 Planting, Harvesting
10 Hands-on gardening (weeding, light pruning, identifying bugs, etc.)
10 Math, Science, Nutrition related lessons/activities
6 Reading, Writing, Art lessons/activities
Other:

20
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6. How would you rate your students’ interest/engagement in garden activities? (Circle one)

Very interested Interested Somewhat interested Not very interested
14 =100%

7. What impact has the garden had on your students (based on your observations of them in the garden or things

they may have said about the garden)?

The garden has helped my students learn the parts of a plant, how plants grow, and how to take care of
plants. It has supported our science standards and has given the children hands-on learning experiences that
are SO extremely valuable!

They understand the life cycle of a plant, because of the hands on experience.

I did not think 5" graders would be interested in the garden. How wrong | was. They were so eager to go and
do measurements and taste the different vegetables.

They were very excited and greatly impacted by the garden. They seemd to remember concepts
taught/covered in the garden better than those covered from a textbook.

They all had a very positive experience with planting and harvesting. Many learned that they loved tomatoes.
Several tried new flavors of ‘greens’ for the 1°* time.

My studens had a positive experience with vegetables and many tried things they never had before. It was
also a great chance to get out of the classroom and be hands-on. They are so excited when we go to the
garden and are always observing the plants on their own time, like recess. They feel it is a part of them.

They were very excited to plant and walk past as much as possible to see if their plants/vegetables were
growing.

It appears that the garden was the first exposure to vegetables that many Kindergarten students experienced.
They became much more interested about learning science because of the hands-on planting, observing
growth, and harvesting.

We pass by 4-5 times a day. The students were amazed by the fast growth of the plants, and the final
product—the vegetables they tasted.

They understand where healthy food comes from.

My class loves the garden! Highlight was eating the produce!

There is a lot of “incidental learning” taking place in the garden....Things that we didn’t expect to learn about.

8. Has your own interest/experience/comfort with gardening changed because of your involvement in the school

garden?

10 Yes 2 No
Please explain:

Yes explanations:

I'learn a lot about going green in the garden.

| want to make homemade fresh veggie dressings to go with salads. Also to taste veggies | have never tried!
Guilt has set in. | am trying to do more at home with gardening. Tomatoes, etc.

| took a gardening course to learn more about it.

I could see what’s possible in gardening due to the dedicated work of the volunteers.

I like being a small part of the change the nation is trying to make by eating right.

No explanations:

Already an avid gardener!
I have gardened a lot.
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9. What aspects of the gardening would you like more help with next year?

8  Gardening with students

Planning how to integrate garden activities into your curriculum, in general
Developing a specific lesson that could be taught in the garden

Other? (Please explain):

Blanks

* |t has been so nice to visit the garden when volunteers are here. They greatly enhance the students learning
and provide excellent opportunities to learn more about and in the garden.

* | feel the numbers of children to manage at one time is detrimental for the experience. In a perfect world, we
would break into smaller groups.

N R N N

10. We had a number of volunteers working in the garden over the last year (both building and maintaining it as

11.

12.

13.

well as supporting class activities). How would you rate your overall experience with the volunteers? (Circle
one)
Very good Good Fair Poor
12
2 (Blank)
* |did not volunteer in the garden. Lacked the time and energy, to be honest.

Do you have any suggestions/advice for our volunteers for the future?

*  Only many thanks for their hours of help in the garden.

* They were all very helpful and so involved with the students.

* Keep up the wonderful work you do. It is exciting for the kids and something they are proud of at our school.
* A quiet signal, or an attention grabber.

* Qur class sizes are so big we probably need more help (volunteers) when we engage in garden activities.

* Please return and continue this wonderful program.

e ©

* Please know how grateful we are for your time and energy!

What suggestions do you have for improving the garden, or activities, for the future?

* Just more help (adults) for garden activities.

*  None. It’s wonderful.

* | need to work on setting more scheduled times.

* For some of the newer teachers, it may be helpful to show them how gardening fits into our benchmarks
(HCPSIII). I'll try to do this for my grade level.

* | would like to have my class grow corn at the beginning of the school year as it supports a story in reading
about corn. First grade students could make observations and learn about corn first hand. | could let you
know the date if space can be set aside.

* | would love to try and grow some things that | have grown in pots before i.e., wheat.

Is there anything else you’d like to add, comment on, or suggest?

* Again, thanks!

* Thank you. This has been a wonderful addition to our school and curriculum.

*  Wow! I’'m extremely impressed with the dedication of our gardeners. | especially appreciated their knowledge
and desire to best fit our curriculum needs.

* Thank you for everything—planning, promoting, financing, hands-on labor, harvesting lessons...everything!
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I’'m impressed with the dedication of the volunteers.
Thank you for all your hard work! ©
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